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Earth. Physical, geographical, and climatological conditions,
days and nights, seasons, celestial perspectives, all are alike
in these two planets, with the sole difference that the globe
of Mars is half as small again as that of the Earth; so that,
if a man were transported to Mars, he might believe himself
to be, not in a strange planet, but in a little known corner of
the Earth, such as Australia or Polynesia.

As we pursue our journey through the heavens, ever in-
creasing our distance from the Sun, we shall find, after Mars,
the group of the Asteroids. We shall not linger before this
cluster of small stars, which is no doubt nothing but a
collection of the dismembered fragments of a planet, which
formerly existed in this particular point of space, and was
dashed to pieces by some formidable accident in the universe.
These little stars, like the important planets, have each their
names, such as Vesta, Pallas, Circe, &c., &c. Maximiliana,
and Feronia are placed at the two extremities, with respect to
distance from the Sun. These remains of a broken star con-
tinue to circulate around the Sun, like the planet which they
formerly composed.

After the Asteroids comes great Jupiter.

Jupiter is the largest planetary sphere in our sol-ar system,
being 14-00 times greater than the Earth. Its distance from
the Sun is 200,000,000 miles. In consequence of this dis-
taoce, its year is as long as twelve of our years. Notwith-
standing its colossal dimensions, Jupiter turns with such
rapidity upon its axis, that it accomplishes an entire revolution
in twelve hours, so that its day and night are respectively only